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<9HE DBGO^AJPOI^ AND FU^NISHBI^. 



[August, 1886. 



WITH MODERATE MEANS. 



By Ella Rodman Church, 

Author of "How to Furnish a Home," etc., etc. 



U fcl HE front room is a good-sized one, and a 

^--' nice shape to furnish ; it has an air of 
additional space, too, from the little one opening 
out of it. I had thought of black walnut furni- 
ture and cretonne covering with only pink roses 
and. buds on a cream ground, no other coloring." 

"And in a cheap material you will ransack 
most of the shops in the city to find what you 
want, in all probability .not finding it then. In- 
trusive blue and yellow flowers stray into the 
pattern, or the ground is a vivid green or a 
gloomy black, or a bright buff, anything hut 
cream, and the roses themselves are not the line 
that your fancy painted. Believe me, it does not 
pay to make oneself a slave to an idea of this 
kind, because of something that one has seen in a 
house where expenditure was not considered, and 
where, too, the purchase may have been made 
some time ago. Can you face the indescribable 
air with which a salesman will tell you, ' We have 
no such goods in stock now, they are not called 
for.'' His evident thought is that you may be 
harmless, but your intellect is weak if not alto- 
gether wanting." 

'•Well, auntie, laughing is considered a very 
healthful exercise, but it will not furnish my 
room, I still cling to my 'harmony in pink' and 
walnut. Pink roses and buds are simply bewitch- 
ing in whatever combination you put them." 

"The venerable Mrs. Skewerton, you will re- 
member, was partial to rose color, but it was not 
at all bewitching in that combination. Besides, 
pink fades sq quickly that a friend of mine once 
said it always reminded her of tawdry finery. If 
you intended it for a room to be more looked at 
than used and were able to buy an expensive 
quality of goods, I should say get pink, but as 
you expect to take ' clear comfort ' in your bed- 
room, let me suggest crimson." 

" Crimson for a bedroom ! Why it would seem 
as if J had scarlet fever." 

"You have forgotten then that pretty descrip- 
tion of a carnation-colored room which I read to 
you lately, and which I mean to have some of 
these days for my own ?" 

"No, I have not forgotten, and can repeat it 
almost word for word ; the room made a great 
impression upon me with its hangings of fluted 
'silk and all its dainty belongings to match. It 
reads something like this: 'The crimson bedroom 
breathed luxury fit for Cleopatra. The bed was 
four-pillared, and every pillar was carved like a 
Corinthian capital finished to perfection ; and in- 
stead of the curtains depending from those pillars 
in their usual graceless square; they were sus- 
pended from a carved wreath immediately below 
the lofty ceiling and drooped over the dark 
acanthus which gleamed through their transpar- 
ence in waves upon waves of clear white muslin. 
It was an immense bed and had a raised head 
board also carved, for it was a little removed from 
the wall as though to give greater effect and room 
for the singular draperies. The pillows were 
fringed with lace, and above the lavendered sheets 
and downy snow of the bed lay tossed a quilt of 
eider down covered with carnation-colored silk 
that smelt of eastern otto which it flings upon the 
lavender. 

"'The floor was matted above the carpet and 
so all noiseless ; there were shutters within the 
recesses of the windows, and sliding shades besides 
of fluted deep green silk, so that, though the sun 
shone full upon the room at afternoon, it was 
always forest cool. 

"'An oval dressing-table was across the middle 
window, it was wider than the recess. Here again 
white-veiled crimson, but all was not white, for 
the toilet bottles, the boxes, and the ring stands 
were of the rarest cut and colored glass or china, 
rose reds, and green-like emerald. Before the 
table was a lazy chair covered with red silk with 
elbow cushions and a foot stool. There was a 
white-covered sofa with cushions of crimson silk ; 
there were rose-colored candles and everything to 
the minutest details carried out the same glowing 
hue with its beautiful rosy shadows.'" 

"A snowy statuette of the Genius of Sleep 
should have completed the appointments of this 
repose-inviting chamber into' which the distant 
moan ot the sea must have come like a lullaby." 

"But you do not propose, auntie, that I shall 
duplicate these things, do you ?" 

"Not exactly, but listen to reason— which, of 
course, means me — and you will see what I do 
propose. First, for the floor covering, get the 
gray Kensington rug with gleams of red in it, and 
you will have to pay $27 for that because your front 
room is considerably larger than the back one." 



"So be it, Kensington rug $27. I am waiting 
anxiously for the crimson part." 

"To carry out the idea I have in view, the 
furniture should be of yellow pine oiled ; but as 
this would have to be made to order and charged 
for accordingly, as such a thing is not to be found 
in the furniture warerooms, the next resort is to a 
factory, where the painted cottage furniture is 
made, to secure a suite of it before it has under- 
gone the process of decoration." 

"Painted furniture.' that shabby, common 
looking stuff 1 Can't you do any better for me 
than that ?" 

"Yes, I aui going to do considerably better 
before I leave you. In the present decline of 
cottage suites, J think you can get as good a one 
as you want, with a low, wide bureau, bedstead 
and other pieces to match, painted only in one 
clear color, say a deep cream, for about $25. A 
band of crimson half ah inch wide, can be painted 
around the drawers of the bureau, the frame of 
the mirror, the sides and ends of the bedstead, 
and wherever such ornamentation would have a 
good effect.. You yourself can add on either side 
of it a line half the width of the crimson one, 
from your bottle of liquid gold, and if, when 
completed, you do not call your furniture at least 
pretty, I shall be very much surprised." 

"Why, I am fascinated with it already, before 
I have seen it !. It will be wonderfully cheap, too." 

"It will be cheap even if they charge you $2 
additional for the crimson banding as out of their 
ordinary line, making, only $27 for six or seven 
pieces of bedroom furniture. For the covering, 
you can do one of two things. Have a lounge 
made in either case, or rather a couch, for it will 
have neither back nor ends, which affords the 
convenience of being able to put it on either side 
of the room, and cover, it for the first plan with 
Turkey red. Over this put a cheap Nottingham 
lace curtain, a single curtain will probably cover 
the couch and the upper side of the two square 
pillows for the back, but a pair of them will 
certainly do all the covering needed for the entire 
furniture. The effect of this novel covering will 
be extremely good and two more pairs of the 
curtains should be bought for the windows and 
looped back with bands of the Turkey red. You 
can buy really pretty Nottingham curtains now 
from $2 to $2.50 a pair. 

The chairs would be improved by having a 
few inches sawed from the legs, as they are apt to 
be too. high ; then have thin cushions made of the 
Turkey red covered with the curtain lace ; bind 
them with red worsted braid and fasten them to 
the chairs with brass nails. The rocker when up- 
holstered can be finished at the back with bows 
of red ribbon. Get in addition one of those cheap 
wicker armchairs, touch it up with a little gold, 
and cushion it like the others. Drape your 
mantel to match, a piece of the curtain border 
will give a nice finish to the lambrequin." 

"This is perfectly delightful,, and every one 
will call it a beautiful room. Now, what was the 
other plan ?" 

" Only a covering of cretonne in place of the 
Turkey red and lace. I saw some very pretty 
material lately of soft quality that had red roses 
instead of pink ones on a cream colored ground. 
It was a French cretonne at forty cents a yard." 

"That would be charming too, but Turkey 
red and lace are more out of the common way. I 
can fancy the room fitted up in that style even to 
the pin cushion on the bureau. But the wisest 
plan, I suppose, before deciding, is to see which 
costs the least." 

"The couch itself will cost the same with 
either covering, and my little German will make 
it for you, minus the outside, which he will put 
on for $10. He furnishes pillows and all. It will 
take about eleven or twelve yards of Turkey red 
to do all the covering, and. this, at thirty cents a 
yard, will come to $3.60. Three pairs of curtains 
at $2 25 a pair will cost $6.75, brass nails and 
other trimming $1.00, labor $3. You can get a 
woman to come to the house and do up a quan- 
tity of these jobs. Total, $24.35. 

"For the other plan, twenty-one yards of 
cretonne will be required for curtains and all, and 
the cost of this, at forty cents a yard, is $8.40. 
The curtains must be lined with silesia at twelve 
and a half cents a yard, $2.58. Extra labor in 
making them, $1.00. Other labor, $3. Brass nails 
and trimmings, $1.00. Couch, $10. Total, $25.98. 
Balance in favor of first plan is $1.63." 

J' I am so glad, for although I should like the 
cretonne very much indeed, the Turkey red and 
Nottingham are decidedly my choice. What a 
lovely room I shall have in spite of giving up the 
pink. And so far it has cost only $79.35." 

"Add to this, if you please, $26.50 for a mat- 
trass, $3 for springs, a pair of pillows about $8, a 
bolster $6, three pairs of cotton sheets $4.50, three 
pairs of pillow cases $1.80, one pair of blankets 



$5, two white spreads $2, one comfortable $1.25. 
Total, $48.05." 

" There it is again ! Just as soon as I think 
anything is going to be particularly nice and 
cheap. That makes $137.40 in all, actually more 
than the blue room." 

"Even so, and we have forgotten, too, that 
towels are needed " for both rooms, and at least 
some portions of a toilet set. You can get good 
towels for ordinary use at $3 a dozen,, and very 
nice ones indeed at $450. . Two dozen of the 
former and one of the latter will make a fair be- 
ginning, costing $10.50. China for both rooms will 
come to about $5 more." 

"Then the second floor is really finished at 
last ; now what ?" 

"Have you decided to let your husband have 
nothing in his dressing-room but straw matting? 
I think I would at least allow him a bureau and 
a chair or two. A good-sized box ottoman for 
holding his boots and into which they could be 
flung at random would be an infinite comfort to 
him." 

"Really auntie you think of everything. Poor 
Edward, I'm sure I didn't mean to neglect him. 
What shall I get for his dressing room ?" 

"Get a duplicate of the bureau in the large 
room for which you will probably pay about $8, a 
couple of chairs to match, $1, fifty cents each, 
small table with drawer, $2, and the box ottoman 
covered with Turkey red and having a stuffed top 
so that it can be used as a seat, $1.50. Altogether 
$14.50." 

"And that, with the towels and things, adds 
$30 to the expense of that second floor." 

"There must also be curtains for the dressing 
room window to match the others costing $2.25, 
and poles for the three windows $1.20." 

"It is $33.45 then in addition to the $137.40, 
and this leaves just $81.10 for everything else but 
the parlor." 



LADIES' WORK GOSSIP. 



On the occasion of a recent visit to the Ladies' 
Work Society, 181 Edgeware Road (London), we 
noticed some pretty articles made by various lady 
amateurs, the most prominent amongst them being 
the following: A mantel border of peacock bine 
Roman satin, with a conventional design of mar- 
guerites worked in crewels in shades of pale pink 
filoselle, with leaves of olive green corded and 
edged with fringe, looked exceedingly handsome,' 

A work basket, painted dark brown with 
sprays of leaves and oranges, suitable for holding 
work. A night-dress case and comb bag of white 
jean, embroidered with bramble pattern in Mont 
Mellick work, edged with knitted fringe. A set of 
dessert d'oyleys of white book muslin, simply 
fringed out with ferns and leaves gummed on in 
various designs, were commendable, by reason of 
the excellence of the designs and the good quality 
of work shown. 

Other novelties are bands of black velvet, 
worked with melon seeds, silver braid, and silver 
and pearl beads mounted as necklet and bracelet 
and a splasher of silver American cloth thirty-five 
inches long by twenty-two wide, pinked at edges; 
painted in oils are two butterflies, and a branch 
of apple blossom in full flower, which extends from 
the right hand corner upwards to within five 
inches of the top. A useful and ornamental 
article withal is a round of cardboard, seven and 
a half inches in diameter, backed with green felt 
and covered with black cloth. Round the edge 
are sewn on' cones, acorn cups, and oak apples 
varnished, a space being left in the center for a 
lamp or vase. A three-paneled fire screen of 
black satin, worked in crewels with shades of old 
gold filoselle, and mounted in a black and gold 
frame, is also noteworthy. 

Amongst other useful things we observed a 
baby's head flannel, consisting of a piece of white 
flannel twenty-nine inches square button-holed at 
the edge with a running pattern of maiden-hair 
fern two inches deep, worked in raised embroidery ' 
in white silk all round it, and at two of the 
corners sprays of jessamine flowers and leaves. 



Thr. tile cheeks of some admirably designed 
maple and mahogany-wood mantels, lately executed, 
are in one piece and so escape a too constructive 
look, having more of the character of panels than 
if parceled out in squares, and allowing of one 
connected pictorial view in surface colored enamel. 
One of these shows for facing a cavalier, in court 
costume of the thirteenth century ; above a female 
looks from over a parapet that serves as a back- 
ground ; the opposite tile displays the full length 
portrait of a lady of the same period with the 
head and bust of a radiant youth above. The 
alternation of sexes and dramatic position are 
elements of pleasure. 



